OSCE Station: PRIORITISING TASK 
(your in-tray exercise)
Assessor’s Sheet

The trainee is presented with a tray containing letters and reports.  The task is to sort the reports and letters – prioritising the most urgent – and advising the examiner on the course of action for each.  The important items are – in order of priority (but not to be divulged to the GP trainee)…
Full blood count detailing neutropenia in a patient on penicillamine


Contact patient immediately


yes/no/partial



Stop penicillamine 



yes/no/partial


Repeat FBC urgently



yes/no/partial


Treat any overt infection 


yes/no/partial


Appropriate advice to patient


yes/no/partial


Contact responsible consultant


yes/no/partial

U&Es and urate level detailing deteriorating renal function and raised urate in a patient with congestive cardiac failure presenting with gout induced by diuretics.


Stop/reduce drugs appropriately 

yes/no/partial


Diuretic





yes/no/partial


ACE inhibitor




yes/no/partial


NSAID





yes/no/partial

Treatment options for gout


yes/no/partial

Monitor renal function



yes/no/partial

Knee x-ray of a patient with a haemarthrosis


Causes of haemarthrosis


yes/no/partial


Further investigations



yes/no/partial


Symptomatic treatment



yes/no/partial


Appropriate referral



yes/no/partial

Shoulder x-ray in a patient with a chronic rotator cuff injury


Options for management



Steroid injection



yes/no/partial



Physiotherapy



yes/no/partial



Rehabilitation



yes/no/partial



Occupational factors


yes/no/partial



Sport/leisure



yes/no/partial

Knee x-ray of a patient with patello-femoral osteoarthritis



Options for management



Referral to physiotherapy

yes/no/partial



Rehabilitation



yes/no/partial



Patella-taping



yes/no/partial



Occupation/sport/leisure


yes/no/partial



Place of drug treatment


yes/no/partial



Self management measures

yes/no/partial

Letter from consultant orthopaedic surgeon suggesting hyaluronate treatment

for osteoarthritis of the knee 



Contact patient



yes/no/partial



Discuss letter 



yes/no/partial



Consider range of options

yes/no/partial



Place of hyaluronate


yes/no/partial



Advice to patient


yes/no/partial



Arrange follow up ? proceed

yes/no/partial

Trainee’s Instruction Sheet

You are presented with an in-tray containing letters and reports such as you might find in your morning mail.

The task is to sort the reports and letters – prioritising the most urgent for action – and advising the examiner on an appropriate course of action for each.
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           Tel: 01535 65232511

Our Ref: ORT/SC/1858033


           Fax: 01535 65512943

NHS No: 490 63445 8940

Dr A M Dunbar

The Health Centre

Holme Lane

Crosshills

Nr Keighley

BD20 7LG

Dear Dr Dunbar

Re: Elizabeth Stead   1 Lamb Street, Sheep town
Thank you for referring this 76-year-old lady with severe multicompartmental osteoarthritis of the left knee. 

She could really do with a total knee replacement, but I am not sure her old heart could stand it.  I will ask my anaesthetist colleague to assess her.  In the meantime I suggest you treat her knee with hyaluronate injections and see if you can persuade her to lose 3 stone in weight.

Yours Sincerely

Mr S Farmer

Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon

S/N
EDITESTPATIENT      F/N  EIGHT           D.O.B  12-03-1932               SEX MNHS No.   490 526 9600


5 Any Street, Dummyville






UNIT No
     52950          SOURCE  Crosshills Health Centre


CONS/GP
 Dunbar A
LAB. NO.
  90185/02


	* Denotes an abnormal result for age & sex (printed ranges in boxes below are for guidance)





	SODIUM

Mmol/L

135 - 144
	POTASSIUM

Mmol/l

3.6-52
	TOTAL  CO2

Mmol/L

22-30
	CHLORIDE

Mmol/L

96-114
	UREA

Mmol/L

2.6-6.8
	CREATININE

Umol/L

Male 66-102

Female 54-93
	CK

IU/L

Male 50-180

Female 30-150
	GLUCOSE

Mmol/L
	Hb A1c

%

Good 6-8

Poor >10
	CHOLESTEROL

Mmol/L
	TRIGLYCERIDES

Mmol/L

Less than 2.0

(Fasting)

	135
	4.5
	27.0
	101
	8.7*
	195*
	
	
	
	
	

	BILIRUBIN

Umol/L

4-20


	ALK. PHOS.

IU/L

30-100
	A.L.T.

IU/L

5-31
	T.PROTEIN

G/L

66-82
	ALBUMIN

G/L

35-50
	GLOBULIN

G/L

23-37
	Y G.T.

IU/L

Less than 45
	CALCIUM

Mmol/L

2.20-2.54
	Corr. Calcium

Mmol/L

2.20-2.60
	PHOSPHATE

Mmol/L

0.81-1.39
	URATE

Mmol/L

Male 0.14-0.44

Female 0.14-0.35

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


    
           Clinical details
^ur and cr



NATURE OF REQUEST


DATE & TIME OF SAMPLE
DATE PRINTED
VERTIFIED BY



UE




23-06-2003/12:20
23-06-2003
N.C.B

                           S/N
SMITH     F/N  ARTHUR           D.O.B  12-03-1932              SEX M

NHS No.  490 652 9000


5 Sheep Street, Sheep town





UNIT No
     52903                       SOURCE  Crosshills Health Centre


CONS/GP
 Dunbar A
LAB. NO.
  90186/01


	* Denotes an abnormal result for age & sex (printed ranges in boxes below are for guidance)





	SODIUM

Mmol/L

135 - 144
	POTASSIUM

Mmol/l

3.6-52
	TOTAL  CO2

Mmol/L

22-30
	CHLORIDE

Mmol/L

96-114
	UREA

Mmol/L

2.6-6.8
	CREATININE

Umol/L

Male 66-102

Female 54-93
	CK

IU/L

Male 50-180

Female 30-150
	GLUCOSE

Mmol/L
	Hb A1c

%

Good 6-8

Poor >10
	CHOLESTEROL

Mmol/L
	TRIGLYCERIDES

Mmol/L

Less than 2.0

(Fasting)

	135
	4.5
	27.0
	101
	8.7*
	195*
	
	
	
	
	

	BILIRUBIN

Umol/L

4-20


	ALK. PHOS.

IU/L

30-100
	A.L.T.

IU/L

5-31
	T.PROTEIN

G/L

66-82
	ALBUMIN

G/L

35-50
	GLOBULIN

G/L

23-37
	Y G.T.

IU/L

Less than 45
	CALCIUM

Mmol/L

2.20-2.54
	Corr. Calcium

Mmol/L

2.20-2.60
	PHOSPHATE

Mmol/L

0.81-1.39
	URATE

Mmol/L

Male 0.14-0.44

Female 0.14-0.35

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.48


    
           Clinical details
Inflamed toe.  Heart Failure.



NATURE OF REQUEST


DATE & TIME OF SAMPLE
DATE PRINTED
VERTIFIED BY



UE




23-06-2003/14:35
25-06-2003
N.C.B

	S/N
	JONES
	F/N
	HELEN
	D.O.B
	16.05.1948
	SEX
	F
	NHS No
	490 527 9061

	
	18 Sheep Avenue, Sheeptown
	
	
	
	
	Unit No
	52951
	

	SOURCE
	Crosshills Health Centre
	CON/GP
	Dunbar A
	
	
	Lab No
	90176/01
	

	
	
	
	A*denotes an abnormal result for age and sex
	
	
	

	Hb
	11
	g/dl
	
	R.B.C
	4.58
	x10 9/l
	
	CELL TYPE
	DIFFERENTIAL

	W.B.C
	3.1*
	x10 9/l
	
	HCT
	0.416
	Ratio
	
	 
	x10 9/l
	%

	PLATELETS
	145*
	x10 9/l
	
	M.C.V
	91
	fl
	
	NEUTROPHIL
	1.33*
	43.4

	E.S.R
	35*
	NR 4-20 MM/HR
	
	M.C.H
	31
	pg
	
	LYMPHOCYTE
	1.19
	38.9

	R.D.W
	13.2
	 
	
	M.C.H.C
	34.1
	g/dl
	
	MONOCYTE
	0.32
	10.6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	EOSINOPHIL
	0.19
	6.3

	Film
	Comment:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	BASOPHIL
	0.02
	0.8

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	BLAST CELLS
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	PROMYELOCYTE
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	MYELOCYTE
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	METAMYELOCYTE
	 
	 

	FBC
	Comment:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	PLASMA CELLS
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Clinical Details:
	RA on penicillamine

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Sore throat

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	NATURE OF REQUEST
	DATE & TIME OF SAMPLE
	DATE PRINTED
	VERTIFIED BY

	
	
	
	
	20-06-2003/16:18
	
	25/06/2003
	TH
	


AIREDALE GENERAL HOSPITAL RADIOLOGY DIRECTORATE
FIELDS Paul


0/11/1990



4 FOLD LANE, SHEEP TOWN CROSSHILLS     KEIGHLEY    WEST YORKSHIRE   BD20 7LG

Ref Clin DR D DUNBAR

Comp No 254002
Hosp No 535425


GP HOLME LANE

Req Num  38586/03
NHS No 490 879 4324

Verified BLASG

XRAY KNEE (RIGHT):

There is a large effusion in the joint and I think I can identify a loose body anteriorly that might be an osteochondral fragment.  Further assessment is needed here.
           

XRAY KNEE (RIGHT)

Exam Date 23/06/03
Reported by DR S G BLAKE

Typed by EJC 25/06/03

Page 1 of 1
AIREDALE GENERAL HOSPITAL RADIOLOGY DIRECTORATE

NORTH William
02/02/1933
Shepherds Croft, Rams head Road, SHEEP TOWN

Ref Clin DR D DUNBAR

Comp No 504012
Hosp No 535427


GP HOLME LANE


Req Num  38586/03
NHS No 492 981 2434
CROSSHILLS     KEIGHLEY    WEST YORKSHIRE   BD20 7LG
Verified BLASG

XRAY SHOULDER (LEFT):

There is deformity of the greater tuberosity and humeral consistent with rotator cuff disease. No calcification seen.

XRAY SHOULDER (LEFT)
Exam Date 23/06/03
Reported by DR S G BLAKE

Typed by EJC 25/06/03

Page 1 of 1
AIREDALE GENERAL HOSPITAL RADIOLOGY DIRECTORATE

BLAKE Doris

31/03/1938
THE WOOLPACK, HIGH STREET, SHEEP TOWN

Ref Clin DR D DUNBAR

Comp No 540022
Hosp No 535426


GP HOLME LANE


Req Num  38586/03
NHS No 491 798 4243
CROSSHILLS     KEIGHLEY    WEST YORKSHIRE   BD20 7LG
Verified BLASG

XRAY WRIST (RIGHT):

There is a colles fracture with only minor displacement.

XRAY WRIST (RIGHT)
Exam Date 23/06/03
Reported by DR S G BLAKE

Typed by EJC 25/06/03
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